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PRISCUS ATTALUS
A.D. 409-410 and 414-415

Priscus Attalus, a native of Asia, was sent by Honorius to Rome in 409 to All the office of City
Prefect. Late in the same year the Visigothic King Alaric, who was besicging Rome, had him
proclaimed emperor, and he acted as a puppet of the barbarians until he was deposed in the summer
of 410. Following the capture and sack of Rome ( August, 410) the Visigoths made peace with
Honorius, but Attalus remained in the Gothic camp. After Alaric’s death, Atralus accompanied his
successor, Athaulfus, into Gaul and urged him to join forces with the usurper Fovinus, but the
alliance soon collapsed. In 414 Artalus was again proclaimed emperor by the Visigoths, bur they

abandoned him when they moved into Spain the following vear. He later Sell into the hands of
Honorius who had him mutilated and then exiled him to the Lipari islands.

Obverse legend.
PRISCVS ATTALVS PF AVG

Obverse busts.
a. pearl diadem, draped, cuirassed, right.
b. pearl and rosette diadem, draped, cuirassed, right.
¢. rosette diadem, draped, cuirassed, right.

All coins are siliquae unless otherwise stated. For a discussion of fifth-century silver
denominations and their names, see the Introduction.
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